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Carfax Tower
Carfax is is considered to be the centre Oxford. The name "Carfax" derives from the French "carrefour", or "crossroads".
Carfax Tower is located at the north-west corner of Carfax. The Tower is all that remains of the 13th century St. Martin's Church and is now owned by the Oxford City Council. It is 23 m (74 ft) tall and contains six bells, recast from the original five by Richard Keene of Woodstock in 1676. These bells  chime the quarter hours and are rung on special occasions by the Oxford Society of Change Ringers.

It is possible to climb to the top of the tower for a good view of the Oxford skyline.
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University Church of St. Mary the Virgin

The University Church of St Mary the Virgin is the largest of Oxford's parish churches and the centre from which the University of Oxford grew. It is situated on the north side of the High Street, and is surrounded by university and college buildings.
From the tower you can see some of the finest views of Oxford's famous skyline. It is worth the climb of 124 steps to make it to the top to enjoy fine uninterrupted views in all directions across Oxford and the surrounding countryside.
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Martyrs' Memorial


The Martyrs' Memorial is a large stone monument positioned at the intersection of St Giles', Magdalen Street and Beaumont Street in Oxford, England just outside Balliol College. It commemorates the 16th-century Oxford Martyrs.

The monument is in memory of three Christians, Thomas Cranmer, Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer, who were killed because of what they believed.
The actual site of the execution is close by in Broad Street, located just outside the location of the old city walls. The site is marked by a cross sunk in the road.

Radcliffe Camera
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Radcliffe Square

Built in 1749 to house the Radcliffe Science Library, the Radcliffe Camera (camera is another word for 'room') is now a reading room for the Bodleian Library. 

The distinctive circular dome and drum of the structure makes it one of the most recognizable and often-photographed building in Oxford. This building is not open to the public except as part of a tour of the Bodleian Library.
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Botanic Gardens

Located on the peaceful banks of the Cherwell River, the gardens were started in 1621 as the Physic Gardens, for the study of medicinal plants. These are the oldest botanic gardens in Britain. In addition to the lovely outdoor gardens, there are greenhouses which grow many varieties of exotic plants and flowers. Just next to the gardens, crossing over Rose Lane, there are rose gardens that are exquisite in July.
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Bodleian Library

Known informally as "The Bod", the Bodleian was opened in 1602 by Thomas Bodley with a collection of 2,000 books. In 1610, Bodley made an agreement with the Stationers' Company in London to put a copy of every book registered with them in the library. Today, there are 9 million items on 176 kilometres of shelving, and the library can accommodate 2,500 readers. Books may not be taken off the premises.
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Clarendon Building
The Clarendon Building in Oxford, England, stands in the centre of the city in Broad Street, near the Bodleian Library and the Sheldonian Theatre. For many years it was the home of the Oxford University Press; today it is part of the Bodleian.

The building was designed to house the Oxford University Press's printing operations. 
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Oxford University Press
The Oxford University Press (OUP) publishes many reference, professional, and academic works, including the Oxford English Dictionary. The OUP grew to the world's largest press after receiving rights to publish the King James Version of the Bible. Today, it publishes more than 4,500 new books each year.
Sheldonian Theatre
The Sheldonian Theatre was built in 1668 from a design created by the [image: image9.png]


famous Christopher Wren. It was named after Gilbert Sheldon, who was Chancellor of the University at the time the construction was funded. The theatre is used for music recitals, lectures (, conferences, and for various ceremonies held by the University (such as graduation and matriculation).

The building seats 800–1,000 people and is situated in the grounds of part of the Bodleian Library adjacent to Broad Street. To the left at the front is the Clarendon Building and to the right is the Old Ashmolean Building. Behind the Sheldonian is the Divinity School.
The building has a prominent eight-sided cupola in the centre of the roof,The cupola has large windows on all sides, providing views across central Oxford, and is open to visitors.
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Blackwell's Bookstore
Blackwell's is an institution in Oxford. It's not just a regular bookstore - it has the largest single room devoted to book sales in all of Europe (10,000 square feet). In order to create such a large space in a small city, Blackwell's excavated underneath Trinity College's gardens. Blackwell's sells both new and second-hand books, and has a cafe.
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Hertford Bridge

Hertford Bridge is often called the Bridge of Sighs because of the similarity to the famous bridge in Venice. It was completed in 1914 to connect two sections of Hertford College.

The bridge, and much of its current architecture, was designed by Sir Thomas Jackson. It was completed in 1914, despite its construction being opposed by New College.
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Church of St. Mary Magdalen
This pretty Anglican church is located at the intersections of Magdalen Street, Broad Street, George Street, and Cornmarket Street. A Saxon wooden church stood here a thousand years ago, but this was burnt down in 1074. Saint Hugh, the Bishop of Lincoln, rebuilt the church in 1194. Then in 1841–42, George Gilbert Scott, rebuilt the chancel and the north aisle. This complemented his Martyrs' Memorial just to the north of the church. It was the first Victorian Gothic interior in Oxford.

Oxford Castle
New Road
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The castle was originally built in 1071 for William the Conqueror, to enable the Normans to control the area. A prison was built within the castle, which continued to be in use until 1996.

The prison was mainly used to house prisoners from Oxfordshire and Berkshire, and also the University's 'rebellious scholars' (as recorded in 1236). In 1785 it was redeveloped into a prison and house of correction, with a tower on which they held public executions. The last execution was in 1863.
A large, grassy mound, St. George's Tower, and the base of a round tower still remain. On the site you will also find the Malmaison Hotel, several restaurants and an art gallery. Outdoor theatre performances feature regularly.
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Port Meadow

Port Meadow is the largest area of common land in Oxford, measuring approximately 440 acres. The land has never been ploughed or farmed. Bronze Age people buried their dead in the meadow, and Iron Age people grazed their livestock and lived on the meadow during the summer months. Large areas of Port Meadow are flooded for much of the year, attracting flocks of migratory birds. It takes about 50 minutes to stroll from one end of the meadow (the Trout Inn in Wolvercote) to the other end (The Perch Inn, Binsey)
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Ashmolean Museum


Contained in a gorgeous building across from the Randolph Hotel, the Ashmolean has paintings, coins, musical instruments, antiquities, statues of deities, and a must see Egyptian exhibit. Cafe and Museum Shop. 
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University Park
The park consists of about 70 acres of land on the banks of the Cherwell River. Great for jogging, walking, lounging around, or kicking a ball around.
Points of Interest:

· Genetic Garden — an experimental garden established by Professor Cyril Darlington to demonstrate evolutionary processes. 

· The only first-class cricket ground in the UK where spectators can watch for free.

· High Bridge, built in 1923–24 as a relief project for the unemployed. It is usually called Rainbow Bridge, because of its shape.
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Christ Church Meadow

The Meadow is a popular walking and picnic area during the warmer months. The meadow is bound by the Thames (Isis), the Cherwell, and Christ Church College. Sit by the river and watch the ducks, swans, and punts go by.

Modern Art Oxford
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Open: Tues - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun 12pm - 5pm. Free admission. Closed: Mondays

Founded in 1965, the Modern Art Oxford is the South East's leading centre for modern and contemporary art. Cafe and Museum Shop.

The Modern Art Trolley offers free art activities linked to the exhibitions led by art students and artists for families to enjoy together. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Free, just drop in! 
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University Museum of Natural History and Pitt Rivers
Parks Road, 01865 272950

The Oxford University Museum of Natural History houses the University's scientific collections of zoological, entomological, geological, palaeontological and mineralogical specimens, accumulated in the course of the last three centuries. Small museum shop. 
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Oxford University Press Museum 
This small museum preserves and displays historic books, documents and printing equipment of the Oxford University Press, an international publishing house which is also a department of the University of Oxford.
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Tower of St Michael at the North Gate

St Michael at the Northgate is a church in Cornmarket Street. It is called Northgate because this is the location of the original north gate of Oxford when it was surrounded by a city wall. Dating from 1040, it is Oxford's oldest building. The church tower is Saxon.

The Oxford Martyrs were imprisoned in the Bocardo Prison by the church before they were burnt at the stake in what is now Broad Street nearby. Their cell door can be seen on display in the church's tower.

The Saxon Tower is the oldest building in Oxford and is definitely worth a visit! Inside you can see the door to the Martyrs' cell, when they were imprisoned in the Bocardo. They have an ancient clock mechanism that you can see in action. There are six huge bells that are so heavy that if they rang them it would severely damage the tower! So they chime them instead. 

The tower is the easiest climb in Oxford, with good solid stairs including a handrail. There are several places to stop and rest if you need to. From the top of the tower there is a marvellous view of the city of Oxford [image: image22.jpg]M



and its famous "dreaming spires".

Museum of the History of Science 
The Museum of the History of Science houses an unrivalled collection of historic scientific instruments in the world's oldest surviving purpose-built museum building (built in 1683), originally the old Ashmolean.

[image: image23.jpg]-

=

=1

'““;I | NP A, VO




Museum of Oxford 
The Museum of Oxford is the only museum that is dedicated to the history of Oxford and its University. The museum tells the story of the city and Oxford University including history, archaeology, architecture, and environment.
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Christ Church Picture Gallery 
Christ Church is unique among the Oxford and Cambridge colleges in possessing an important collection of Old Master paintings and drawings, housed in a purpose-built Gallery of considerable architectural interest in itself.
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Turf Tavern 

The Turf Tavern is "probably Oxford's oldest pub". The current timbered front part is seventeenth century when it was progressively a malthouse, a cider house (1775) and finally an inn (circa 1790) called the Spotted Cow. It was renamed the Turf Tavern in 1805 and thus it remains to the present. The pub has been frequented by many famous people. The Turf is owned by Merton College. All year round there is also a very difficult pub quiz which many University Challenge teams have attempted.
